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FREEDOM BOARD 
Want to share your fave
vacation, book, show, or hobby
to our FINEX members?  Email 
 here and will feature it in our
next issue .

READ 
VIA  MOBILE68%
READ PRESIDENT 'S
CORNER &  F INEX  IN
ACTION76%

     This February, we celebrated Chinese New Year and Valentine’s
Day.  Both are closely linked to the color red, which elicits strong
reactions – passion and love, amongst others.
     For this issue, you will notice hints of red throughout – which
aptly tie into the season and at the same time symbolizes your
Publications Team’s passion and love towards sharing news to you
and more importantly understanding what you want to read and
hear.  

       We listened to your
feedback from the January
survey we ran and we have
implemented improvements
to our FINEX FOCUS.  First,
we  configured our newsletter
so it is best viewed via your
cellphone.  We have enriched
our President's Corner,
FINEX inAction and Keynote
Speaker pages - in content
and look - whilst putting links
to make it more interactive.
Thirdly, we heard that you
wanted more purposive

content. New sections - Financial News, which feature current events,
trends, policies, and more; Member in Focus, where we get up close
and personal with some of our members; and Freedom Board, where
you get to share your favorite shows, books, events, travels - were
launched.

       We'd like to hear more from you to further elevate your FINEX
Focus experience.  Please share your suggestions here.

62% READ GMM
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Pinoys in Spiderman:
No Way Home

Jacob Batalon Mary Rivera P a g e  0 2

mailto:ldvizcaya@finex.org.ph
mailto:ldvizcaya@finex.org.ph
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sdy6t9BuY9s
https://marvelcinematicuniverse.fandom.com/wiki/Mary_Rivera


K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R  P R O F I L E

The next leadership of DOF

will likely come from the

rich talent pool such as the

FINEX, I look forward to

retirement without much

anxiety.

     Sec. Dominguez has over 40 years of vast experience and an

outstanding track record of achievements at the helm of various

organizations in the public and private sectors. His expertise was borne out

of his experiences as a shareholder, board chairman and a

member of over a dozen corporations across multi-industries such as

power, agriculture, mining, banking, hospitality, real estate, and

investment.

     He was appointed as Cabinet Secretary thrice: as Secretary of

Environment and Natural Resources (1986-1987), Secretary

of Agriculture (1987-1989), and currently as Secretary of Finance since

2016.

     Under his leadership, the Department of Finance (DOF) was able to

draft and introduce to the Congress the first of a series of the

Duterte administration’s proposed tax reform packages known as the Tax

Reform for Acceleration and Inclusion (TRAIN) Act less than

90 days from the time he assumed the Cabinet portfolio in July 2016.

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte signed into law the TRAIN Act on

December 19, 2017. This was followed by other successes in the legislature

—such as the passage of the Tax Amnesty Act, the Tobacco

Tax Reform Law, a new Sin Tax Reform Law which raised excise taxes on

alcohol and electronic cigarettes, and the Corporate Recovery

and Tax Incentives for Enterprises (CREATE) Act.

    On his watch, the Philippines’ key revenue agencies—the Bureaus of

Internal Revenue(BIR) and of Customs (BOC) also continue to

achieve strong revenue growth rates. It was also under his leadership that

the BIR was able to secure its largest tax settlement ever—

amounting to about $600 million—from a single taxpayer in Philippine

history.

CARLOS "SONNY" T. DOMINGUEZ III
SECRETARY OF FINANCE
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Hon. Carlos G. Dominguez III, Department

of Finance Secretary, graced once again

the FINEX General Membership Meeting

on February 22, 2022.

Sec. Dominguez expressed DOF’s

appreciation for FINEX staunch support to

the tax reforms implemented by the

government, for its sustained effort to

build financial literacy among the people

and keeping its members abreast in the

development in financial sector. 

He continued to discuss the main tasks of

DOF, such as looking for adequate

funding for flagship programs, growing

the economy inclusively and sustainably,

advance economic and fiscal reforms,

among others. As early as now, DOF is

preparing as well the fiscal consolidation

plans for the next economic team of the

next administration. 

Sec. Dominguez expressed his confidence

in FINEX saying, “These are complex

issues, but as I said, the next leadership

of DOF will likely come from the rich

talent pool such as the FINEX, I look

forward to retirement without much

anxiety.” 

Watch the full video HERE (at 16:37).

https://www.facebook.com/finex.phils/videos/3191964911047932


N
F

F I N A N C I A L  N E W S

Good morning Secretary Dominguez. Welcome to our General Membership Meeting. It is our

honor to have you with us today. I am looking forward to hearing from you shortly and to the

discussions that will follow.

To all FINEX members present today, good morning and welcome to our GMM. It has been an

eventful and relevant past month for us. Recall that our last general membership meeting was

January 18, 2022. 

I am reminded of this quotation from Jana Kingsford, the author of Unjuggled.. – Balance is

something you don’t find, it’s something you create. I’d like to think that through the mixture of

FINEX activities this past month, we are creating a good balance for you.

Election Related Activities

Given that it is an election year, let me start with our efforts intended to educate us and the rest

of the registered voters.

As I’ve said before, it is our responsibility as Filipinos to better understand who we are voting for.

We owe it to our children. We started this process late last year. 

For 2022, we continued to focus on the Presidentiables and Vice Presidentiables.

Last January 21, 2022, we had Meet the Presidentiables with VP Leni Robredo.

It was then followed by the Meet the Vice Presidentiables on February 2, 2022 with Senator Kiko

Pangilinan.

Watch the full video HERE (at 2:35)

I AM REMINDED OF THIS QUOTATION

FROM JANA KINGSFORD, THE AUTHOR

OF UNJUGGLED.. – BALANCE IS

SOMETHING YOU DON’T FIND, IT’S

SOMETHING YOU CREATE.

We must rejoin RCEP by Peter Wallace, read here.

The coming of age of blockchain by Rey Lugtu, read here.

Wanted: Credible leadership by Mercedes Suleik, read

here.

Clean and green polls in the digital age by Albert

Gamboa, read here. 

Fair value of listed shares by George Chua, read here.
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER
b y  M i c h a e l  A r c a t o m y  H .  G u a r i n

https://www.facebook.com/finex.phils/videos/3191964911047932
https://opinion.inquirer.net/149369/we-must-join-rcep
https://www.bworldonline.com/the-coming-of-age-of-blockchain/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/02/15/wanted-credible-leadership/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/02/16/clean-and-green-polls-in-the-digital-age/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/02/08/fair-value-of-listed-shares/


Lawyer - CFO & Treasurer - VP -
Professor - Wife & Mother

Jesusa Loreto Arellano

Atty. Jesusa Loreto A. Arellano is the Chief Financial Officer and

Treasurer of Sagittarius Mines, Inc., owner of the Tampakan

Copper-Gold Project. Concurrently, she is a Vice President of

the Investments Portfolio group of SM Investments

Corporation. Prior to joining SMIC, she was the CFO and Asst.

General Counsel of Alphaland Corporation and Atok Big-Wedge.

She was also with SyCip Salazar Hernandez & Gatmaitan Law

Firm, the Court of Tax Appeals, and SGV &Co. She is a Certified

Public Accountant and a lawyer with strong experience

managing cross-functional teams, executing financial, tax, and

legal aspects of mergers and acquisitions, structuring and

integration, and managing day to day financial and legal

operations and strategy. She is a faculty member and

professorial lecturer at the College of Law of UP and PLM. She

graduated from the University of the Philippines with a Juris

Doctor degree (cum laude, Class Salutatorian) and a Bachelor of

Science in Business Administration and Accountancy (cum

laude). She holds a Master of Laws degree from Harvard Law

School. She is admitted to practice law in the Philippines and

New York.  Though busy with work, Jing prioritizes her husband

and kids. She is married to William Howell, the Group CFO of 2Go

Group of Companies and also a Vice President of Investments

Portfolio group at SMIC. They have four intelligent and energetic

kids - Aidan at 16, Teo at 11, Alessi at 7, and Charles at 1. 
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Celebrity look alike?

People have been saying I

look like Kathryn Bernardo

� or Gal Gadot (naks!) 😉

Last movie or series you

watched? Spider-Man: No

Way Home and The

Witcher

Who would you want to

meet in real life? Taylor

Swift, and of course Chris

Evans and Henry Cavill.

What place would like to

visit? I want to go to Italy

and stay there for at least

six months.

What have you learned during the pandemic? Life is short and

our health is key.

Fave thing about WFH?  I can check on my kids and attend to

their needs immediately.

WFH attire?  Plain black/ white shirt and boxer shorts. 

New skill  learned during the pandemic? Relearned crocheting

and playing the piano 

One thing you cannot live without? Ice cream!

If you had a full day off, what will you do? I will drive to Tagaytay

with my husband for breakfast then get back by lunch to spend

time with the kids. 

Who is your role model? I look up to my mom. She is an honest,

kind, and compassionate woman. She doesn't compromise on

her values and she, with my dad, keep me grounded.

What is one thing you do in the morning without fail? Wipe my face

with toner then apply moisturizer with sunblock.

What gets you out of bed? On weekdays, meetings. On weekends,

breakfast of pancakes with bacon.

What keeps you awake at night? My one year old son Charles. 

What can you eat for the rest of your life? I love crabs, but I can’t

live without desserts.

What occupies your day? My regular work, my law school classes,

my husband and kids, and house responsibilities. 

What is your favorite age so far? 40 i guess - so many things

happened.

What item is worth spending more money on? Books and beautiful

furniture. 

Finish the phrase. ”The way to my heart is…” laughter and kindness.

What never fails to make you laugh? Watching old episodes of

Friends.

What is your guilty pleasure? Reading romance novels in my kindle

at night and eating dark chocolate sea salt caramels after lunch.

What is your go-to karaoke song? I Won’t Last a Day Without You.

What is not a big deal to other people but is a torture to you? Seeing

"noted" and its variations.

What is the strangest thing you ever saw? Our current set of

government officials and the people who are ranking in the polls.

Work or play? Play

Coffee or tea? Coffee but now because of COVID turmeric tea.

Money or happiness? Happiness

Cats or dogs? Dogs

Salty or sweet? Sweet

Do you prefer social time or alone time? Social time with selected

people.

MEMBER IN FOCUS
Get up close and personal with our FINEX members.   

Want someone to get featured?  Email here.




